Novel biologics in inflammatory bowel disease.
Understanding of immunologic mechanisms involved in the initiation and perpetuation of chronic inflammation has led to new therapeutic opportunities in the inflammatory bowel diseases. The term "biologics" is used to distinguish new biotechnologic therapeutics from the conventional drugs used in the treatment of immune-mediated inflammatory disorders. This article reviews novel biologic therapies that are being investigated for the treatment of Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis.